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During May, the VIMS Juvenile Fish Survey again observed large Atlantic croaker 
throughout the James, York and Rappahannock rivers as well as in the main stem Bay.  
The largest croakers (about 16”) came from the Rappahannock River near McKans Bay, 
the York River near Bells Rock, and the James River near the Hampton Roads Bridge 
Tunnel. The Survey recorded several large flounder (approaching 27”) from the area near 
Hampton Bar and the channel southwest of Newport News Shipyard in the James River, 
as well as in the deep water southwest of Allens Island near the red “22” buoy in the 
York River. The Survey documented its first spiny dogfish since 2002 as well as its first 
roughtail stingray since 1993. Roughtail stingrays can attain widths of 10 feet making 
them one of the largest fish found in the bay.  Additionally, the survey encountered its 
first striped burrfish of the year.  Striped burrfish, a porcupinefish, aren’t targeted by 
anglers but are regular and intriguing visitors to Chesapeake Bay. 
 
 
For more information about this monthly survey visit our website at  
http://www.fisheries.vims.edu/trawlseine/mainpage.htm  
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